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Undying Hatred R
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And Amalek came (Exodus 17:8) (:"# $%&") )&* + HURY
Q]
Starting with its attack against the Israelites in the desert, the nation of Amalek consistently demonstrated hatred for (5
the Jewish people. Amalek’s record of reprehensible acts extends all the way to Haman, the villain of the Purim (5
story, and beyond. Describing the nature of Amalek, the Torah tells us of Amalek’s first cowardly attack against the (5
Israelites when it “smote the hindmost of you, all that were enfeebled in your rear” (Deuteronomy 25:18). The (ﬁ
Midrash (Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai), adding a chilling detail—and explaining that Amalek struck specifically at (§
the weak and defenseless—notes that according to Rabbi Yehoshua, “they would enter under the cover of the clouds (§
of glory, kidnap Jews and murder them.” (5
Q
From the very beginning Amalek resorted to any and every tactic in its desire to harm the Jewish people. Despite §§
the passage of thousands of years since we first encountered Amalek, we still feel the presence of this implacable N
foe in our twenty first century world. Sadly, it seems that some radical Islamic groups have decided to follow in (5
Amalek’s footsteps by encouraging and promoting continued acts of violence and aggression against Israel and her (3
citizens. S
Q]
During a recent event celebrating the 47" anniversary of Palestinian Authority (PA) President Mahmoud Abbas’ (b
Fatah movement, Grand Mufti Mohammed Hussein—the top Muslim cleric of Jerusalem and the PA— cited a (5
hadith (saying attributed to the Prophet Muhammad) claiming that the Earth’s end of days will not happen until (5
Muslims kill Jews in a religious battle, Yediot Achronoteported. Hussein said that “The Hour (of Resurrection) QD
will not come until you fight the Jews. The Jew will hide behind stones or trees. Then the stones or trees will call: (5
‘Oh Muslim, servant of Allah, there is a Jew behind me, come and kill him.”” In the same week, senior Hamas (5
official Mahmud Zahar said that the Palestinian terrorist group will never give up its armed struggled against Israel (5
Agence France Presseported. “We are fighting for our dignity and rights. Jihad is our path, our life, our pride and (ﬁ
we will not renounce it no matter the sacrifices,” said Zahar. Meanwhile, marking International Holocaust (ﬁ
Remembrance Day on January 27", Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that “We mustn’t bury our (§
head in the sand. The Iranian regime is planning the annihilation of Israel and is working towards Israel’s (5
destruction—its agents [Hizballah] fired over 12,000 missiles towards Israel’s cities. They are not concealing their (5
intent to kill as many [Israelis] as possible.” (5
]
At the time of the birth of the Jewish nation Amalek attempted to use any means to attack and harm the Jewish (5
people. The fact that radical Islamic groups now carry Amalek’s banner, seeking any possible avenue to kill (5
innocent Israelis, is an ill harbinger for a true and lasting peace. (5
K
Many of us have grown weary of hearing messages of hatred and despair that seem to be arriving with increasing (h
frequency. Yet we cannot hide our heads in the sand and ignore what is taking place all over the world as well as (5
here at home. Our college students are being faced with well-planned and financed anti-Israel campaigns and (5
activities that were unimaginable just a few years ago. (5
[\
Israel and the Jewish people are strong, and, with God’s help, will continue to thrive. Just let us not forget that the (5
spirit of Amalek is very much alive in the world today. Some things, unfortunately, never change. (5
S
Shabbat Shalom, (5
Rabbi Jay Shasho Levy (5
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